Working to create a sustainable event

The search for a truly environmentally responsible conference bag

Following months of research, Nexus have launched
a range of conference bags which are arguably the
world’s greenest.

Nexus have been working in partnership with global
event agency MCl and the Green Meeting Industry
Council to create a range of bags which are not only
biodegradable but made using processes with a low
environmental impact.

We have ensured that the guiding principles of
corporate social responsibility have been integrated
into the development process. Therefore, not only
have we addressed the impact on the environment
of the eventual disposal of the bags by ensuring they
are completely biodegradable but we have only
adopted materials and fittings which are sustainable.
We have also ensured that the cultivation of textile
fibres and manufacturing processes have minimised
water consumption, the use of chemicals and energy
as far as is practically possible. F inally, we have given
due consideration to Fair Trade practices and
transportation of finished goods.

Our journey began by identifying the most
sustainable textile fibre. Man-made fibres were out
as they are oil based and also hazardous or toxic
on disposal. Animal fibres such as wool or silk were
not suitable.

Plant fibres were promising,
with cotton a natural
contender. However, on
closer inspection we
discovered that the
cultivation of cotton demands
substantial water and also
requires heavy use of
pesticides. The manufacturing
process was even more
damaging due to the large volumes of hot water and
chemical treatment required during processing.

Jute however, did not have such
problems, but not only this, the
woody stems of the jute plant
have widespread applications

in the wood industry. The
cultivation of jute therefore
protects against deforestation.

We also had to consider fittings
and fastenings. Instead of plastic
parts and zippers, wood was an obvious choice,
however, wood is not so sustainable as trees cannot
be rapidly replaced.

The answer was
coconut shell. It is not
only biodegradable and
easily sustainable, but
use of the shell reduces
waste too.

Coconut shell

The resulting range of bags were certainly a good start,
however they are only the beginning of our journey.

During the process we encountered a few

limitations compared to our ideal goals and therefore
compromises had to be made. For example, we

would prefer to use organic materials and use sewing
machines powered by solar or wind energy rather than
coal fired power stations.

Our vision is clear. Through the help of a sustainability
toolkit available in the USA we have identified
materials and processes which have the lowest
environmental impact.

As industry continues to innovate we will integrate
these improved materials and processes into our
manufacturing so that we can achieve a perfectly green
conference bag. By this time | hope our methods will
become standard practice.
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